Introduction
Madden and Julian [1971, 1972] , using spectral analysis of radiosonde observations, were the first to note a quasi-periodic 40-to 50-day intraseasonal (IS) oscillation in the tropical zonal wind and surface pressure. Subsequently, several authors pre- 
Data and Methodology
The data set consists of nonoverlapping 5-day (pentad) means for atmospheric variables extracted from the reanalyzed fields provided by the Climate Data Assimilation System (CDAS) Reanalysis Project [Kalnay et al., 1996] . Pentad means of the zonal wind at 850 and at 200 hPa, the 200-hPa stream function, and the SLP for the January 1979 to June 1996 period are used in this study. These data have a resolution of 2.5 ø in latitude and longitude. Owing to computational limitations, the data resolution is reduced to 5 ø in latitude and longitude by An important point to be considered in using EOF or EEOF analyses is the physically meaningful identity of a given mode. 
